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The Obituary 


Jr Stalks entered the stage of life on Pearl 


Harbor Day, December 7, 1922. He was born in 
ark, NJ the second of two sons of the late Timothy 
and Evelyn Stalks. 
Hier affectionately referred to as Leggy by his buddies, 


attended the Newark Public Schools, and worshiped 
James A M. E. Church with his family. Very active in 
his church, Fred became the first President of the Young 
Men’s Club, now known as the Men’s Club. After 
graduating from Barringer High School, Fred enlisted in 
the U.S. Army. While serving his country in the 
Amphibious Unit, Fred traveled through Europe 
extensively and often spoke of his experiences in 
Normandy, France, London and Wales. 
pon completing his term in the service, Fred was 
united in Holy matrimony to Larrie West. The couple 
d one son, Stephen. Fred and Larrie shared a beautiful 
relationship. Everyone with whom they came in contact 
witnessed their love, respect and devotion for their son, 
family, friends community and each other. 
Sire worked at the United States Post Office for more 
than twenty-five years. When he retired, Fred and his 
ifé opened and operated Manor Quality Cleaners. This 
enterprise grew to include five stores and one plant in the 
City of Newark. Through his flourishing business 
fourteen families were employed full time. 
di 1975, Fred accepted a position as a Special 
Investigator with the Essex County Board of 
Elections. After working for the County for nearly twenty 
years, Fred retired to spend more time doing what he loved 
the most. Listening to Jazz, watching baseball, traveling 
with his wife and friends, attending the West Side High 
School basketball games that his son, Stephen coaches, 
and sitting in the sun. Fred always had a story to tell, and a 
joke or two to share. When you were in Fred’s presence 
you could be sure that you would share a hearty laugh. 
fred enjoyed life in general but nothing gave him more 
pleasure than when he was volunteering for the 
Frontiers International Newark Club. Fred worked 
arduously raising money to open a Vitiligo Treatment 
Center at UMDNJ. Fred traveled near and far educating 
the public about Vitiligo, the dreadful disease that changes 
the skin pigmentation of those it affects, primarily African 
Americans. 
Bie spent many hours volunteering for the Frontiers. 


He recruited new members, and he worked had to 
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include young men and youth in the organization. He 
often sponsored and chaperoned young people to the 
Frontiers International Conventions, and the Whitney 
Young Football Classics. 
4 is work with the Frontiers led him to become the first 
President of the Frontiers Vitiligo Foundation, which 
m later years changed its name to The Foundation to 
include other health issues that affect the African 
American community. 
ho can forget the many causes that Fred 
Championed: the Frontiers, his willingness to 
ways be at the side of his wife through her numerous 
political campaigns and his blatant struggle to maintain a 
decent quality of life during his long term illness. For the 
many people whose lives Fred Stalks touched, for those 
who knew and loved him, we know that he fought a good 
fight. On Wednesday, August 7" the curtain on his life on 
earth closed and we must now say, “Well Done.” 
red leaves to cherish his memory: his beloved wife, 
Larrie West Stalks; son, Stephen; special nephew, 
is Stalks and his wife, Pauline; brothers-in-law, 
Kenneth and Calvin West and their wives, Audrey and 
Bernice; his sisters-in-law and special niece who were 
constantly by his side during his illness, Loni Bradie and 
Theresa Wynn, and Therese Denise Wynn; many other 
nieces and nephews; and a host of other relatives, 
associates, employees, co-workers, neighbors and friends. 
For life on earth is a transient affair, just a feto brief years in 
fohich ta prepare — for a life that is free from pain and tears — 
there time is not counted by hours or years. 


Humbly submitted, Larrie and Stephen Stalks 
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Hold Us Up Lord 
Linda Elrod 


Lord, we know You're always busy, for You've many things to do. 
But when sorrow overcomes us, well, we need to talk to You. For 
we've lost someone precious, and they're with You there above, and 
it's someone that we needed. and it's someone that we loved. We 
are feeling lost and all alone, and though we do believe, we need you 
—Lord, to hold us up, to help us while we grieve. Please give us 
strength and courage —Lord, to bear what we must bear, and nudge 
us when our faith is weak to remind us You are there. Give us hope 
for our tomorrows, Tell us life will still go on. Show us —Lord, that 
all this darkness will be followed by the dawn. You have led us 
through so many things, You've pulled us through before. Hold us 
up —Lord, tilf we're through this, and we are strong once more 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


Perhaps you sent a lovely card, or sat quietly in a chair. 
Perhaps you sent a funeral spray, If so, we saw it there. 
Perhaps you spoke the kindest words, as any friend could say. 
Perhaps you were not there at all, just thought of us that day. 
Whatever you did to console our hearts, 

We thank you so much - whatever the part. 


Hank ere" 

prayers, and the many other expressions and 
concern evidenced at this time in Gong 
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